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"The bioeconomy encompasses 
the production of renewable 
biological resources and their 
conversion into food, feed, bio-
based products and bioenergy. It 
includes agriculture, forestry, 
fisheries, food and pulp and paper 
production, as well as parts of 
chemical, biotechnological and 
energy industries." 

EU Bioeconomy Strategy, 2012 
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Source: Swedish Forest Industries Federation 
(2013:11)  

(average 2000–2010)  
Levers et al. 2014 - In EFI 2015 

Wood-based products  



EU Bioeconomy Strategy & Action Plan  

•  Horizon 2020  
   (€3,5b SC2) 
•  Increase multi-

disciplinary & 
cross-sectoral R&I  

•  ESIF - Smart 
Specialisation 

•  EFSI 

•  EU Policy coherence 
•  Regional and national 

bioeconomy strategies 
•  Bioeconomy Panel  
•  Bioeconomy Observatory  
•  International cooperation 

•  Sustainable 
intensification of 
primary production 

•  Expansion of new 
markets  

•  Increase EU 
competitiveness 

•  BBI JU 

Investment in R&I  
Policy interaction &  

stakeholder engagement 
Enhancement of markets & 

competitiveness in 
bioeconomy 
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142 Horizon 2020 projects, ca. 283 MEUR – 'forest' in abstract   
 

(Sep 2017, including BBI JU) 
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  Several EU MS have adopted national Bioeconomy Strategies.  
Source: German Bioeconomy Council  

France: Feb 2017 
 
Italy: Mar 2017 
 
Other MS are 
following… 
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Forest-based sector: 
 
-  ca. 3 Mill. Jobs 

(16%); 
 
-  Ca. 0,5 Trill. EUR 

(23%) 
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Reviewing progress 2012-2017…. 
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SDG post-2015: at least 7/17 Sustainable Development Goals are directly linked 
with the forest-based sector: no. 1, 6, 7, 8, 12, 13, 15 
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Juncker Priorities, since 2014   
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The evolving global/European political context 
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•  Bioeconomy Strategy review 

•  Circular Economy Action Plan 2015:  
"the Commission will examine the contribution of its 2012 Bioeconomy 
Strategy to the circular economy and consider updating it if necessary". 
  

•  Conclusions of ENV council June 2016: 
"assess the contribution of bioeconomy to circular economy and update the 
bioeconomy strategy accordingly". 
  

•  Accelerating Clean Energy Innovation 2016: 
"The corresponding role of the bioeconomy will be considered in the 
upcoming review of the bioeconomy Strategy and its possible update". 
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1.  Analyse the strategy, by evaluating projects and actions 
implemented, their achievements and impacts so far; 

2.  Examine the current and future contribution of the bioeconomy 
strategy and bioeconomy generally to EU circular economy 
objectives. 

DL July 2017.   

Expert Group on the review of the BE Strategy 2012: 
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•  Drawing much on the work of EG; 

•  Including the outcomes of additional work/studies relevant for the 
Strategy and Action Plan; 

•  ISC launched 6 Sep 2018 (DL 26 Sep 2018) 

•  BE Event 16 Nov 2018, Brussels  

•  … 

Commission Staff Working Document on the review 
of the 2012 European Bioeconomy Strategy 
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Bioeconomy Stakeholders Panel 

•  Elaborate on the building blocks for a Bioeconomy Stakeholder 
Manifesto as agreed at the 4th Bioeconomy Stakeholders 
conference, April 2016, Utrecht. 
•  The Manifesto: Instrument to articulate areas of common interest and to 

mobilise stakeholder awareness about and input to bioeconomy 
development. 

•  Concrete actions to be initiated in 2017, with active participation 
and ownership by panel members – and well beyond. 
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The event will launch the SWD publicly and will provide the beginning of 
more 'external', looking forward discussions with policy makers and 
stakeholders regarding a possible update of the current BE Strategy. 

 
•  Session on Bioeconomy Stakeholder Manifesto 

•  Session on SWD followed by discussion sessions led by relevant DGs 

Save the date link: 
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/news/horizon-2020-societal-
challenge-2-infoweek-including-high-level-policy-events 

'Bioeconomy Policy Day' - Brussels, 16 Nov 2017 
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•  Standing Committee on Agricultural Research (SWG Bioeconomy) – 
Poliocy brief on the future of the European Bioeconomy Strategy 
(discussed in the Plenary of 21 June 2017); 

•  Standing Forestry Committee draft opinion on the of forests and the 
forest-based sector in the EU's bioeconomy (to be discussed in the 
SFC meeting 14 Sep 2017); 

•  … 

Further relevant on-going work: 
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December 
2016 
Launch review 
expert group 

May 2017  
- Committee of 
the Regions 
Opinion on BioE 
- Report on 
mapping of EU 
regions on BioE                                    
                                   

July 2017 
-Report from 
review expert 
group  
-BioE 
stakeholders 
Manifesto    
-Mapping BioE 
in the MS 
(JRC+SCAR)    

14-16 Nov 
2017         
Conference on 
SWD BioE, review, 
Manifesto and 
showcasing BioE 
(SC2) 

 Q1 2018  
Council  
conclusions on 
review (tbc) 

2018  
Decision on 
revision of 
bioE strategy 

Q3 2017  
Report of 
BIOMASS 
study 

BioE review timetable 
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Thank you! 
www.ec.europa.eu/research/bioeconomy 
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